	Dear St. Thomas Families,
Welcome to the 2010-2011 school year.  The Parent/Teacher Organization (PTO) Executive Board has been meeting over the summer to plan events and activities for the students and their families to enjoy throughout the year.  We know there are many adults within the St. Thomas School community willing to share their time and talents to support the children.  We are looking forward to hearing from and working with you throughout this upcoming school year.
What is the St. Thomas PTO and what does it do?  The PTO is made up of families and teachers at St. Thomas School.  We plan, organize, and subsidize many of the student/family activities throughout the year.  In addition, PTO often helps to pay for field trip transportation, special classroom purchases and other items which enhance the learning environment for the students.  The membership dues for the 2010-2011 school year will be $15.00.  The dues cover the cost of the family directory that is provided to all PTO members, coffee an’ that follows the monthly class masses, and activity expenses throughout the year.  A copy of the form for the PTO directory and membership dues is enclosed with this letter.  Please take a moment to fill it out and return it to the school by August 30, 2010.
Several of the events planned for this coming year include: the 4th Annual Grandparents’ Tea in September, a Welcome Back Dinner and Magic Show (also in September), Spirit Week with the Walk-A-Thon in October, a Spooky Halloween Bowling Party, Thanksgiving basket night, Lunch with Santa, PJs, Popcorn and Board Games Family Night, Mother/Son and Father/Daughter dances, and several additional family activities throughout the year.  We will also have our annual book fair and several fundraising activities throughout the year.

As we continue planning for this year’s activities, we welcome your suggestions.  We will be available during Open House in September and throughout the school year to answer any questions and listen to any ideas you may have.  We will also be asking for volunteers to sign-up for all planned activities.  All adults planning to volunteer/chaperone any activities must have a Background Criminal Investigation (BCI) record check on file in the school office.  This requirement is a Diocesan Catholic School Office policy and must be updated annually.  Copies of the forms required for the completion of a BCI are available in the school office or on our website. Click on the parent page tab and the information will be under parent/teacher organization. Please fill out the forms and return them to the school by September 3, 2010.  Since the BCI is performed by the Diocese, there is no cost to you.  
The PTO plays an important role in making our school community a family; however, it only works when we all work together.  We look forward to meeting you at the Open House in September and working together throughout the school year.

Sincerely,

Deb Gerhard             Celeste Miccoli             Jo-Ann Donatelli             Sandy Sayles             Kate Bianchi
President                   Vice President              Treasurer                          Secretary                   Volunteer 

                                                                                                                                                   Coordinator




