St. Thomas Regional School

15 Edendale Avenue

Providence, RI 02911

(401) 351-0403
We Walk By Faith

August  3, 2010
Dear Friends,

It is hard to believe we are only three weeks away from the beginning of another school year.  I hope that you and your family are enjoying a safe, healthy and happy summer vacation.  

Although the final school bell rang in mid-June, work quickly began for the 2010-2011 school year.   We have cleaned the rugs, washed the windows and scrubbed floors. It is going to be a great year!!  

Teachers have been planning for the new school year as well. I would like to take this opportunity to say goodbye to Mrs. Antoni and Lisa Sylvia. We wish them the best of luck in their future endeavors. We look forward to welcoming the new faces here at St. Thomas Regional School.  Mrs. Karen McNamara will be teaching art and Mr. Richard Geotz will be teaching physical education.  Mrs. C. Aida Phillip will be teaching Spanish. All have a number of years experience with area Catholic schools and come highly recommended.  

Ms. Sarah Medeiros, formerly the 7th grade homeroom teacher will be the new 4th grade teacher.  Ms. Medeiros is looking forward to joining the intermediate team and working with the children as well as Mrs. Ainsworth and Mrs. Danesi.  In addition, Mrs. Talia Katowicz will be the new 7th grade homeroom teacher upon her return from maternity leave. Mrs. Katowicz and her husband welcomed a new baby girl this summer.  Mrs. DiMuccio will be substituting in her place and working closely with Mrs. Katowicz and the middle school team until her return. Mrs. Tracy Colagiovanni, will continue to facilitate the After-School Enrichment Program.  Mr. Izzo will continue to facilitate an Instrumental Band Program for grades 5-8.  He will be available during Open House for band enrollment.  

Enclosed you will find your child/children’s emergency card.  It is imperative that the contact information on the card is accurate and all phone/cell numbers are current.  Please include an e-mail address as well.  We are in the process of developing a school e-mail database. The person listed as the number one contact on the card should be available to pick up your child or contact another relative/friend on the list in the case of sickness, etc.  It is important to realize that we need ONE emergency contact person who is able to pick up your child or to contact someone to pick up your child. This allows us to continue to contact other parents in a speedy manner in the case of an early dismissal or emergency evacuation.  Also, it is imperative to make sure your child/children’s transportation information is accurate including bus towns and bus numbers.  All custody papers should be on file in the main office before the first day of school.  
In accordance with the Office of Education and Compliance based on directives from Bishop Tobin, all volunteers must fill out a BCI Disclaimer Form.  If you have not already done so and plan to volunteer for any event during the school year please call the office for a BCI Disclaimer form and return to school as soon as possible.  Be sure to fill out the form in its entirety.  A copy of your driver’s license must accompany the form and the form must be notarized. Mrs. Joyce is a notary and will be able to both notarize the form and make a copy of your license if needed (you must be present to do this).  If you have any questions do not hesitate to call.  Be advised you can not volunteer if you have not completed the Disclaimer Form. 

The After-School Enrichment Program will begin on Wednesday, August 25th.  Program reservation forms are enclosed.  All reservation forms, as well as payment in full, must be made on the Friday prior to the reserved week/days.  This enables us to staff and plan accordingly for the enrichment program. If you plan to have your child attend the first week of school please send in all paperwork and payments by August 20th.  Sodexho will be providing lunch services starting Monday, August 30th.  Menus and order forms will be sent home the first week of school.  Please be sure to send your child with a lunch for the first week as there will be no lunch, snacks, or drinks available. 
I pray the rest of your summer will be relaxing and fulfilling. Please be sure you have provided your children with the opportunity to visit libraries or bookstores to finish summer reading.  Summer reading with your children should be an enjoyable recreation.  It is intended to reinforce avid reading habits, which greatly increases literacy ability.  I spend many of my own summer days in the pages of a book. I would like to take this opportunity to let you know that my door is always open to discuss any of your ideas or concerns.  I look forward to seeing you all again and am anticipating a wonderful 2010-2011 school year.  

Please mark your calendars:

· August 23rd – “Welcome Night” for New Parents 6:30 (This is an opportunity for new parents to review school information prior to the first day.)

· August 25th-   1st Full Day of School Grades 1-8 (full spring /fall uniform)
                                                        Kindergarten Orientation 8:15-11:00 (no uniform)
· August 26th –  1st Full Day of School Kindergarten (full spring /fall uniform)                                                                  
· September 6th – No School Labor Day

· September 7th   – Open House 6:30

· September 10th - Welcome Back Mass 8:45
· September 17th- No School Faculty/Staff Retreat

· October 11th – No School Columbus Day

· November 11th- No School Veteran’s Day

· November 23rd- 11:15 Dismissal Parent/Teacher Conferences

· November 24th- 26th – No School Thanksgiving recess

· December 22nd- January 2nd- No School Christmas recess

· February 21st- 25th – No School Winter recess

· April 18th- 22nd – No School Easter recess 
Peace and Prayers,

Mrs. Mary DiMuccio

Principal

