St. Thomas Regional School

15 Edendale Avenue

Providence, RI 02911

(401) 351-0403
We Walk By Faith
December 15, 2009
Dear Parents,


I pray that you and your family are enjoying this blessed Advent season.  Advent is a time of quiet, joyful preparation for the celebration of Jesus’ birth and also a time to remember that we wait for Christ to come at the end of time.  It is a season to enjoy the hope that Christ’s resurrection points to.  On the first Sunday of Advent we celebrated a time of new beginnings.  As a school community we have been preparing for Jesus’ birth. Friday, we went to a Mass prepared by grade four as a celebration of the Advent season.   Each morning we gather together to rejoice and pray of God’s promise to send a great light in the darkness, to fill us with comfort and hope, to put an end to sin, to give us more than we could ever hope for, and to fill us with joy and peace.  


During this Advent season the St. Thomas School community is reaching out to those who are less fortunate.  Christmas dinner is something we all look forward to this season.  However, many families are not able to put food on the table.  Therefore, the children in grades K-8 will be “Making Christmas Dinner” for those families in our parish or school community who are struggling during this Christmas season.  As in past years, each class will be making a Christmas dinner basket with all the trimmings.  Preparation is under way so your child’s/children’s teacher has informed your child/children of the food item they will need to donate for the basket.  There is always room for more food so any other donations would be greatly appreciated.  Let’s work together to make this Christmas season special for everyone.  

It’s hard to believe the Christmas Pageant is in two days. Ticket sales have been brisk and the auditorium is filling up.  However, some families have not ordered tickets yet.  Please note: There will be NO ADMITTANCE without a ticket.  Tickets will NOT be sold at the door, so it is imperative that you get your tickets immediately.  All students are expected at Roberts Hall auditorium by 6:00 pm.  The doors to the auditorium open for spectators at approximately 6:30 per the staff at Rhode Island College.  The technical staff will not allow any spectators into the Auditorium until sound tests etc. are complete.  When you drop your child off, please take their coats so the children will not have to be responsible for them.  Girls should not bring purses or anything extra.  They do not need their music as they should have it memorized by now.  The children in middle school are expected to wear a white shirt or blouse, black pants or skirts (knee-length) for girls, low heeled black shoes, and red ties for boys.  Please be sure all clothing is appropriate for a Christmas Pageant.  Younger students are expected to dress in a nice outfit such as they might wear to a family Christmas party.  Again, keep the nature of the event in mind.  No t-shirts, jeans, or sneakers.  At the end of the pageant, the students will be assembled on the stage.  We will be dismissing them from the stage, starting with the kindergarten class.  We ask that one adult per family come to the stage to pick up your child.  Please do not approach the stage until your child’s class is being dismissed.  If you have several children in the school, all of your children will be released with the youngest child, so you will be able to get all of your children at one time.  

 On Friday, December 18th, the PTO will be sponsoring “Lunch with Santa”.  Lunch will be provided by Burger King, compliments of the PTO.  Selection choices for lunch went home last week.  There will be no hot lunch provided by Sodexho that day.  If your child does not like Burger King please provide them with a lunch.  

Winter is here!! Along with the snow comes the possibility of no school.  In the case of inclement weather, announcements regarding our school closings, delays and early dismissals will be made over WJAR Channel 10 under the category RI Catholic Schools as “St. Thomas Regional School”. If for any reason the town where you live does not have school or school is delayed it will affect your child’s bussing only.  Please visit our website for information regarding your child’s statewide bus as well as a list of Frequently Asked Questions for bus cancellations during inclement weather.  
On behalf of the faculty and staff of St. Thomas Regional School I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year.  

Peace and Prayers     
Mrs. Mary DiMuccio

